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Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Military Community and Family 
Policy 
 
 
Mrs. Patricia “Patty” Barron was appointed as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Military 
Community and Family Policy in January 2021. 

Mrs. Barron is currently responsible for a broad 
portfolio that includes policy, advocacy, and 
oversight of all community support to service 
members and their families, including quality-of-life 
issues; key legislative and policy issues affecting 
military families; family, child, and youth programs; 
the Military OneSource program and non-medical 
counseling resources; military spouse career 
advancement; morale, welfare, and recreation; 
defense resale policy for commissaries and exchanges; and family advocacy programs. Her 
oversight also includes casualty and mortuary affairs, and military funeral honors. 

Prior to joining Military Community and Family Policy, she served as the Director of the Family 
Readiness Directorate at the Association of the United States Army and supported all AUSA 
family programs and events by providing management and oversight to all directorate activities. 
Previously, she served as the Director of Outreach, Military Family Projects, at Zero to Three 
and also worked as the Director of Youth Initiatives at the National Military Family Association 
where she oversaw NMFA’s Operation Purple Camp program. 

As an Army spouse for 30 years, she has been involved in myriad efforts to support military 
families. She served on the Department of Defense Military Family Readiness Council, Zero to 
Three’s “Coming Together Around Military Families” Advisory Committee, the Sesame 
Workshop “Talk, Listen, Connect; Phase Two” Advisory Panel, the National Child Traumatic 
Stress Network Advisory Board, the Child Care Aware of America Advisory Board, and the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America National Military Leadership Council. 

Mrs. Barron earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of San Francisco, a 
Master of Science in Education from Long Island University, an Executive Certificate in 
Nonprofit Management from Georgetown University, and an Executive Education Certificate 
from The Harvard Kennedy School of Government. Mrs. Barron is married to retired Army Col. 
Michael Barron. They have three adult children: Michael, Megan, and Joseph; a son-in-law, 
Vance; and two granddaughters, Sofia and Violet. 


